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August 2026 Newsletter

I'm writing this in the middle of our latest mini-heatwave and looking towards the start of the school
summer holidays and a busy time generally for our village which is always so popular with visitors.

In the shop, we have just celebrated Carnival 2026 and for the first time, we were delighted to be
invited to have a ‘pop-up’ shop up at the football ground on Carnival Day. It was great to be part of
the celebrations and see all the floats and walkers arrive for the judging, set off on the procession
route and come back again. Thankfully the weather was kind, not too hot and no rain. Our fancy new
gazebo had its maiden voyage - huge thanks to Andy Thatcher at Monster Display Graphics for helping
us realise our vision and to all the volunteers who helped set up and pack away the stall on the day.

We spoke to lots of people, some regular customers and some new faces too, so perhaps, having seen
what we have to offer, we might have convinced a few more people to give us a try. I'm always
amazed by just how much we stock in our little shop and if we don’t have it, we can generally get it for
you pretty quickly.

July saw the football World Cup and coupled with the unusually high temperatures, we were regularly
having to restock soft (and not-so-soft) drinks, snacks and quick meals like pizzas. It really was too
hot to cook at times, wasn't it?

Fund Raising

Our June raffle raised £55 for the St Breward Junior Silver Band. Thank you to everyone who bought a
ticket!



Later in August on Saturday 22nd we’re holding a Coffee Morning in the Silver Band Room alongside a
Taster Day outside the shop. Come along and sample our favourite products along with some new
lines.

Looking ahead to September, the fab folks at The Old Inn and Restaurant have kindly offered to host
our annual Pub Quiz. This is always such a great night and an important fundraiser for our little

shop. Fundraising really helps us keep the shop open throughout the leaner retail months and ensures
we are always there to meet our village’s everyday needs. Friday 4th September is the date for your
diary. A fun night is guaranteed, with quiz master Andrew and some fabulous raffle prizes. And of
course, you get to have a great meal beforehand to fuel your brain! #oldinnchipsarethebest

If you can’t make the Quiz Night, don’t worry, you will be able to buy a raffle ticket in the weeks
leading up to the Quiz.

August Bank Holiday hours

We will be open from 9am to 4pm on Monday 31st August 2026, our normal bank holiday hours.

Annual Members Meeting

Our third annual members’ meeting will take place on Wednesday 9th September at 7pm in the Village
Hall. The meeting is open to anyone but only Members will be able to vote on any resolutions. If
you're not already a member but are interested in having a say in how our village community shop is
run, now is a great time to sign up by buying shares in St Breward Community Shop Ltd. You can do
this for as little as £10.00. Membership forms are available in the shop.

Committee Members

Some of us have been involved with the shop for over three years, initially as members of the steering
group tasked with researching what kind of shop might work in the village and then, once that was
decided, as part of what is now the St Breward Community Shop Ltd Management Committee. We feel
we've achieved a lot, but it’s definitely time for some new blood and new ideas. It's not a huge
commitment time-wise - we meet, on average, every six weeks. Particular skills that would help us
with legal issues, IT projects, administration tasks etc are useful but most important is a commitment
to ensuring our village shop is here to stay well into the future. Pop into the shop or call 01208
647023 to leave a message for one of our committee members to get back to you.

Alternatively, don’t hesitate to stop and have a chat if you see any of us around and about: Bob
Kirby-Harris (Chair), Dawn Barrett (Vice Chair), Dee Fry (Secretary), Gordon Robb (Treasurer), Denton
Bourne (Premises), Sally Poxon (Publicity & Fundraising), Andrew Brownlee (Admin), Viv Elkins (Dep
Sec)

Free Delivery Service

Don’t forget we offer a free delivery service to anyone who cannot get to the shop. It's justa £15
minimum spend, to exclude alcohol and tobacco products. Just call the shop with your requirements
and one of our willing volunteers will be delighted to bring your shopping to you. Payment by cash or
card.

Dawn Hamilton Barrett (Vice-Chair)
St Breward Community Shop Limited (registration no. 9113)
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