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February is the month of LOVE and we have a few love-themed things going on in the shop for your 
delight and delectation. 

 

 
First of all, some love for Emily King, our Shop Manager whose fixed term 
contract with us recently came to an end.  Emily has been with us from the 
very beginning and before the shop was even open for business.  She was 
instrumental in getting us set up for trading and her calming presence and 
friendly, welcoming manner were a big hit with customers and volunteers 
alike. 
 
Emily has supported us through some challenging times including power 
cuts, snow days, till tantrums, freezer breakdowns and chocolate-melting 
heatwaves and for this, we remain ever grateful. She has kindly hinted 
that she may be tempted back as a volunteer in the future, but for now, 
Emily, we wish you all the very best in your next adventure. 

 

 
And we extend a warm St Breward welcome to Roy Vanderplank.  Roy 
joined us on 1st January in the brand-new role of Administrator.  This role 
is funded with the support of a National Lottery Community Fund grant 
successfully applied for by volunteers Annie Crichton and Veronica 
Stansfield.  Roy brings with him over 20 years of retail experience and a 
keen eye for merchandising. 

We’ll be looking to Roy to provide us with some expert analysis of our first 
18 months of trading and to ensure we keep providing the goods and 
services the village expects from its Community Shop.  You can learn much 
more about Roy in the ‘A Moment With…’ article in next month’s magazine.  
Do say hello when you next pop into the shop. 

 
 
It's hard to believe, but by the time you’re reading this article, our little shop will have been open for 
some 540 days!  Without wishing to tempt fate, we haven’t yet had to close for a single day due to 
lack of volunteer support.  That said, we never take this for granted and are always hopeful that more 
of you will come forward to ensure the ongoing success of YOUR village shop.  It’s not called a 
Community Shop for no reason: we are very much a community-owned enterprise and simply would 
not exist without the amazing bunch of people who give up their time to get involved.  If you’re not 
sure volunteering is for you, feel free to just drop by one day to observe a typical shift.  We can offer 
you a cuppa and chair whilst you take it all in – absolutely no obligation.   

We must extend our gratitude to all the volunteers who still managed to get to the shop and keep us 
open despite dealing with the aftermath of Storm Goretti.  We massively appreciate your commitment 
and determination to keep our doors open to serve the community.  We know it was appreciated by all 
our customers, many of whom were coping with extended power cuts, loss of water, internet etc.   We 
were only forced to close early on the days following the storm when more power cuts meant it was 
too dark to see – we’re off to buy head torches in preparation for next time!  

  



On the subject of volunteering, we must say a fond farewell to volunteer Lara who is leaving us to take 
up an exciting new role in London – thank you Lara, it has been a pleasure working with you.  And, in 
exchange, we warmly welcome new volunteer, Stuart Pickford, to the team!  We hope you will enjoy 
your time in the shop, Stuart! 

Our final welcome is to Phoebe who started her Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme volunteering 
placement with us in January – welcome Phoebe!  
 

Valentine’s Raffle 

You can show your Community Shop some love by buying a £1 ticket for our February Raffle – a 
sumptuous basket full of goodies is up for grabs.  You could share with a loved one or simply keep for 
yourself, we won’t judge you!  All proceeds go to support the upkeep of our shop. 
 

Valentine’s Gifts 

Sweets for your sweetheart – we have a special selection of 
chocolates and other treats all wrapped up for Valentine’s Day.  You 
cannot fail to impress that special someone with our beautifully 
wrapped gifts.  

If sweets are not their thing, how about breakfast in bed for your 
beloved?  We are always well-stocked with bacon and sausages from 
Button Meats along with the best eggs from Colin Carter.  
Conveniently, Valentine’s Day this year is Saturday 14th February 
which just happens to be the day we get our delivery from Gillings 
Bakery.  Imagine impressing that special person with a basket of 
Gillings’ croissants, brownies, freshly-baked sourdough bread or 
cinnamon buns………heaven!   

Just order by Wednesday 12th February for delivery to the shop on 
Saturday 14th 

 
 
Delivery Service 

We are very pleased to be able to offer home deliveries, so if you find yourself unable to get to the 
shop, why not let us come to you.  Perhaps you have a holiday cottage and your guests might like to 
arrive to a lovely box of groceries to save going shopping the minute they get here?  How nice to be 
able to offer them a delivery service as part of your welcome offer.  Our keen band of delivery drivers 
includes Roger (Raring-to-Go) Sleep and Dave (Delivery Expert) Brattle and they’d love to bring your 
groceries to you!   Just call the shop on 01208 647023 and tell us what you need. 

A date for your diary… 

Monday 16th March 2026 

A Soup and Sweet fundraiser in the Village Hall is kindly being organised by our friends at the St 
Breward Community Café along with some of our own shop volunteers.  It promises to be a lovely 
occasion full of delicious food and lots of fun.  Home-made soups and desserts are on offer.  Lunch 
costs just £6 for a soup, bread roll and pudding of your choice.  No need to book in advance, just come 
along on the day.  All proceeds go to support the shop.  See you there! 
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