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Well here we are at the start of the winter months and your community shop is thriving! Our wonderful
volunteers (more on how you can join our happy band later) are providing great service to all our
customers, and we simply couldn’t run the shop without them, so a huge thank you to them all!

It is so lovely to have a shop again, and already it seems impossible to imagine the village without it. We
seem to be providing what people want and serving the needs of the village. Alongside all of your
favourite brands and everyday staples, we have our weekend treats from Gillings — their artisan breads and
bakery items are a particular success (have you tried their sourdough, brownies and scotch eggs?), and we
are proud that we are able to support another local small business in this way, in line with our stated aims.
If there is something we don’t stock but you would like us to then please let us know —you can use one of
the feedback forms available in the shop, or you can email us (addresses below). If we get lots of requests
for the same thing then we will certainly look to sourcing and stocking it.

OPENING HOURS - We have been looking at our opening hours (thank you again to our marvellous
volunteers for enabling the shop to be open for 57 hours per week), and our research has suggested that
our opening hours on Sundays are a little bit too early, with the first hour being very much quieter than the
later ones. So, we are going to trial opening from 10am to 1pm on a Sunday — the same number of hours,
just a little later. You will still be able to pick up your Sunday papers, and any last-minute ingredients you
might need for your full English or Sunday roast, but now have a lie in too. We welcome your feedback
and will keep monitoring the situation and how well this works for you, our community.

FUNDRAISING - We have held a very successful raffle to help raise funds for
another vital community asset, our Stay and Play Group. As a community
shop we are always keen to support other organisations that are important
to our village. The lucky winner was Julie McQuillan and she won a fabulous
hamper of goodies. And through our customers’ generosity we raised an
amazing £115 —thank you to all who took part.

The St Breward Community Café held a Soup & Sweet fundraiser for our village shop, and what a spread
they put on. All who attended enjoyed a delicious soup and puddings galore, and thanks to the generosity
of the Community Café Committee they kindly agreed that they would bear the cost of the food which was
not donated and so the sum raised was a magnificent £359.51. We are very grateful to the Community
Café for their support and generosity.

Members of the Community Cafe
Committee, Tracey Haines, Christine
Lusby and Veronica Stansfield hand
over the money raised to Bob Kirby-
Harris, Chairman of the Community
Shop Management Committee.

Watch out for more raffles and fundraising ideas in the future, your vital support is always very gratefully
received.



MEMBERSHIP OFFER — OWNED BY YOU FOR YOU! We would like to remind you that our membership
shares are available for purchase again — the minimum investment is £10. As you are aware our shop is
owned and run by the community, and our shareholders have a say in how the shop functions via voting at
our annual meeting (one member, one vote). We would like to ensure that anyone who is interested in
being involved or wishes to have a say at our annual members’ meeting is able to do so. Funds raised from
the sale of shares of course also help to support our shop, and if you would like to support us but do not
have time to volunteer then this is a really practical way you can. If you are interested in finding out more,
or wish to purchase shares then please use the address below to the share offer page on our website and
all the details you need and the forms are there: stbreward.net/community-shop/membership You can
also get forms from the shop — please just ask a member of the team.

UPDATE FROM AMM - Hopefully some of you will have noticed that we have put up some signs around
the village to direct people to the shop. We had feedback at our annual members meeting requesting more
signage, and so we have installed these temporary signs while we await delivery of some more permanent
signs — you asked, we listened!

CHRISTMAS - With Christmas but a few weeks away, you may be thinking about ordering your Christmas
goodies — please don’t forget your village shop! You can order all your essentials (bread, dairy, fruit and
veg), and also treats, cakes, mince pies, and any liquid refreshments you may need, cheers! And we now
stock Christmas gift ideas, made locally of course. You can preorder goods from Gillings Farm, Barnecutts,
Blakes or Buttons Meats. Please ask at the shop for an order form, or keep an eye on our Facebook page
for information about what you can order.

And don’t forget that we now offer that perfect gift solution for the person who is so hard to buy for... our
shop gift vouchers! Available in denominations of £5 and £10 you can buy one or several to make a great
gift and allow the recipient to choose what they would like. Remember of course that any purchase of
vouchers also supports our shop — win-win all around.

We were delighted to be supporting the village Christmas Lights switch on, which will have taken place on
Saturday 30" November. The shop stayed open later that evening so you could sing carols, eat mince pies
and quaff mulled wine. We join you all in thanking the St Breward Carnival Committee for arranging this
lovely start to the festive season.

VOLUNTEERS — WE NEED YOU! Of course, all of the things we offer and do in our shop would simply be
impossible without the work and support of our amazing volunteers, all of whom so kindly give up their
free time to ensure that our shop is able to serve you. Would you like to join our group? We are always
looking for volunteers to do a shift, and if you have some time to spare please would you consider helping
us out? Our shifts are normally only 2.5 hours long, and even if you only have an hour to spare we would
be very grateful for your input. You get full training and support, and the eternal gratitude of everyone in
our community for helping our shop to flourish. We also have roles that are not serving in the shop, such
as stocking shelves and general helping. If you can spare an hour or two please get in touch with our
Secretary, Dee Fry. All contact details below.

Our next newsletter will not be until 2025, and so we’d like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
happy, healthy and peaceful New Year.

Sally Poxon (Publicity) and Dee Fry (Secretary)
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