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Mega turnout for St Breward Community 
Shop’s official opening, in just over 13 
months! 
 
St Breward’s community has beat the odds and galloped 
to the finish line, adapting their new premises in just 9 
weeks to open a brand-new community-owned shop, in 
just over 13 months after the former village shop closed.   

On Saturday 10 August 2024, the Cornish summer mizzle 
didn’t dampen St Breward’s spirits and around a hundred villagers gathered at the official opening launch to 
celebrate the community’s achievement.  Attendees were entertained by St Breward Silver Band, and St Breward’s 
WI served welcome refreshments, including strawberries, cream and sweets generously donated by local suppliers.   

The official ribbon-cutting ceremony was undertaken by special 
guests, Cornwall Councillor Dominic Fairman, supported by newly 
appointed North Cornwall MP, Ben Maguire, charitably giving up 
time on his birthday!  Councillor Fairman has been a major 
advocate from the outset, providing advice and liaison with 
Cornwall Council, as well as assistance from two much-needed 
grants to help with the set-up.   

In just 15 months, the management committee formed and, with 
support from the Community, has: undertaken community 
consultation; registered as a Community Benefit Society; developed a Business Plan and Share Offer; raised over 
£50,000 (including fundraisers, grants and a Share Offer); secured premises and obtained relevant permissions; 
adapted and fitted-out the premises; recruited a shop manager and volunteers; sourced suppliers, stocked the shop 
and opened. 

In an opening speech, Management Committee Chairman, Robert (Bob) Kirby-Harris explained the tremendous 
efforts to set-up a community-owned shop and thanked the community for their continued input and support. 

Bob provided comment after the event “St Breward Community Shop will be a convenient place to buy your daily 
essentials, but it will also provide a central hub of support and services to the community.  We hope to expand on 
the services that we provide in the future.  Being located directly next to St Breward Silver Band Room also allows a 
great opportunity for further collaboration and future events.”   

In the opening speech, thanks were given to everyone in the Community who has supported this new venture, from 
holding or attending fundraisers, volunteering time, advice and resources, to buying shares and becoming the 
founding members.  This included: 

• Current management committee members: Dawn Hamilton-Barrett (Vice-Chair), Dee Fry (Secretary), Annie 
Crichton (Treasurer), Denton Bourne (Premises), Pat Dowdall (Deputy Treasurer), Bonny Bryan (Deputy 

A great turnout of around 100 people at the official 
opening and ribbon cutting ceremony 

Ribbon cutting done – hooray, we’re officially open!  
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Secretary), Andrew Brownlee (Document Management), and Debbie Honey (Publicity).  Plus former 
members, Denis Lusby, Hazel Burrows, Sara Burrows, Karen Nankivell and Kevin Foster. 

• New shop manager, Emily King, and the wealth of current and future shop volunteers. 
• Our grants team and all fundraising individuals and teams: including Veronica Stansfield and Annie Crichton, 

Alan and Jilly Tibbenham, Val Hill and St Breward’s organisations, including the Parish Council, WI, Carnival 
team, Guides, and the Community News Magazine.  

• The small army of volunteers who helped with the delivery of the community consultation questionnaire, 
and then a Share Offer, to every household in the St Breward Parish 

• Shop owners/managers who provided advice: former St Breward shop owners: Denis and Christine Lusby; 
and Darren Wills (also The Old Inn & Restaurant owner and landlord) and Dale Stanley; and neighbouring 
community-owned shops in Blisland, St Tudy & St Mabyn. 

• Premises adaptation and set-up team: Robin Fry, Phil Crichton, Gerry Barrett, John Overton, Brian and Val 
Hill, David Brattle, Jane & John Stedman, Denton Bourne, Dee Fry and Dawn Hamilton-Barrett.   

• Local trades: including builders Rob, Wayne and Reece Davey, Lian Yeo, electrician Ed Dyer, carpenter Adam 
Honey, plumber Bob Pratt, and hard landscaper Terry Pengelly. 

• And village residents and business 
owners/managers: Andy Thatcher from 
Monster Display, Graphics & Signs with an 
incredible £3,000 kick-start donation, and 
free production and printing of too many 
items to even list, including the beautiful 
new shopfront signs and flags pictured.  And 
Ian Coleman from Home Bargains in Bodmin 
who along with assistant manager, Shannon, 
provided invaluable advice and arranged the 
generous donation of our shop shelving and 
fittings.  

St Breward Community Shop Limited is community-owned by members who have purchased shares.  The Annual 
Members Meeting will be held on Thursday 26 September 2024, at 7pm at St Breward Village Hall, PL30 4PP.  The 
current management committee are all required to stand-down, and a new management committee will be formed 
from existing Shareholder Members standing for election.   

You can help by: 

• Supporting the shop with your custom 
• Volunteering to work in the shop 
• Offering other professional skills, e.g. bookkeeping and maintenance 
• Joining the management committee in September 
• Ongoing fundraising 
• Offers of support are also welcome from large businesses wanting to add social value 

Visit our website stbreward.net/community-shop, find us on Facebook @StBrewardCommunityShop, or get in touch 
with Steering Group Secretary, Dee Fry, secretary.stbrewardshop@gmail.com.   

 

Pictured (L-R): Chairman Bob Kirby-Harris, Councillor Dominic Fairman 
and Andy Thatcher from Monster Display, Graphics & Signs 
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